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Fired DA investigator mulls suit

He cites Whistleblower
Act; prosecutor’s office
calls termination legal

By ROBERT THARF
Sl Wetler

A longtime mstigpdor for the
Diallas County district attomey's of -
fice b conternplating Laking his foe-
ey boss bo oot nfber Je wis fnsd
Last wewk amid allegations of dis-
honesty wml spreacling “hasmdul
lies”

A termination lefler gven o
Willie Hisghes charly before he
wits finad Inte Fricly changes that
e wis “instrumental” in spresding
fulse pevusations to U news me-
i, h.:unl,'!h':ng that Mt ]‘Ill._!.'hl.!-.
denical Maonday,

The ternination better soes not
refee to specifie incidents, bat bath
sitbess ngres that 18 nefiers in part toa
Febmarny news aoaference held by
Mr Hughes' oliess freml, Tormant
County prosecutor Mike Parrish,

Al thaat news confenses i the
Inimg rowan of M Parmish's Eials
taarL Oty Buore sl atfeswlod by Me.
Hughes, Mr. Parrish changed that
top officials in the dstrct attor-

oey's office husd tried Lo foree his Mr.
]hl;hl.:s 1§ -l:.]'.l;mgu his awgunt of
miscondwl  allegations  he  had
erniudee n iy FEL afTalayvit neardy two
searsearlicr,

Diistrict attommey's office spakes-
womin Bache] Horon elarseter-
e the mecting with Mr. Blughes
a4 an attenspt to make suee be felt
comfortable going e his supend-
sors with any concems ke might
hope  alwowt other  prsccutors,
which she said Mr Hughes had
manveradiie previoisly.

Intimidation denied

“He was niever pressuncd or in-
nalchitesl” sloe il "W were tey-
ingg o =t things right with baoeaed
investizatethe coneems helad, We
fiedt Lk e ot sl am e bkl

Dristrict Attomey Till 13il] wis
att of wn Mozl and eoeld not
Tz eesachiend dorcommeent,

Al the feas ooferern, Me
Parrish said Mr Heghes ad de
srmibuad the meeting with Me Hill as
a thove-howr inlermoation that pus-
tentially amownted towitness-1ans-
prrng. A grusd jusy imvestigated
thit allezation and found we crime
I'L'I.I.Iihﬂ.'l Im'il.

“The poess conferenaos was my

i.':Il.':l, o] 1 was the |:_|c|.'|'_l. Gt Wi
spake,” M Parrish sabl “That was
oy mespaons to thelr theee-howr il-
legnd mecting with him”

Me Horon said emphsnament
Ly prmamts the offiee from clabo-
gating on the terminasion unless
. E[l,lg;]:‘eﬁ ].:,Eu. 1= his consent Mr
Hughes declined o do s Mo,
saying tat would T a decision his
abtemey wotilld make, Hesod T is
considering fighting the termina-
wniy weiwder thie stabe Whistleblower
Al

Sls, Hiorton s that the offioc
wis mindful of potential litkgpion
in uis e e wes csorefol Lo nuake
supe Uhe termination wis on solxd
lepraleround.

Wil o be praadent Iecatiae
we'ne working under the assump-
tian that wese gobmg o e swed,”
s skl “There were plenty of ree
zrins foz s o e [rd lian, ottt
lettes we woee just naming a cou-
[his”

Employee protection

The state Whaatlohliwer At s
designad to protect gevernmental
1,'r|'.|'|||r_l.w'\. {ran petaliation for e
purtisng corrupl, ezl or fraodu-
lent acimaty, Among olther thargs, it

pexjuises that emplovees bring their
coees Lo an appropsiate inest-
pAting sgrncy.

e Hughes, whotumed G0 Last
wrek aml o now able o desw bis
full retirerment, said in a June 2002
B afficlae bt o ane acled ind-
tially when he expressed concen
about a drupg prosecutor who had
continwed to wsea Sherils Dejrrt-
mentdeputy as o witness oven afler
b Liead nbizaler aaths B 5|.1||:|.1I:||.u.'r
95 court hiearing, [Hstrict aftors
ney officials have dispated that
claim,

The prosecutos was asked to re-
sizn or todd she woukd be finad Qur-
drne an August 02 internal inves-
1:i'b'7|,l,i|,1n i which sl was ;|.;,."l.l|'|'| i
pobveraph exam about her kel
exlpr af thie perunsal estimon.

Dallas [abor attormey Bigge
[Funn sud that the law dees ot
protort emphevos who make oo
et b U rimas msendice, hait that
wltimately it's up to juries 1o decide
why sneone wos fired in swch
counplicatid ceses,

“Those ane the issues that wouakl
T Front e centes b Lrial iftheee
% o, T i

E-rmail rtbars slalasnra s eeen



