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ost evidentiary rulings are within the judge’s 
discretion, and are made in seconds. Bad rulings are
rarely reversible.

As a result, you need to bring all your admissibility
ammunition to bear at the moment of objection. Rogge
Dunn and Karen Hirschman’s Trial Objections increases
your firepower with pattern objection language, explanato-
ry comments, tactics for exclusion, arguments for admis-
sion, foundational elements, supporting authority, and
practice tips for:

Attorney misconduct

Examination of 
witnesses

Privileges

Closing arguments

And much more...

INCLUDES QUICK REFERENCE CARD

✓ Lists each objection, with brief explanation 

and authority

✓ Fits into small and large 3-ring binders

✓ Great for tabletop use at trial, arbitration 
or deposition

Voir dire

Opening statements

Documentary 
evidence

Demonstrative 
evidence

Hearsay evidence

(800) 440-4780 or www.jamespublishing.com
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OOrrggaanniizzeedd  ffoorr  QQuuiicckk  RReeffeerreennccee

■ Tactics
Use these arguments to fight admission of the opposition’s
evidence, or to minimize its impact. Included are alternative
strategies and what you need to put on the record.

■ Response 
Never let an unforeseen objection catch you flat-footed again.
Anticipate, preclude and meet objections with the author’s
expert strategies for counter-attack.

■ Foundation
Here are bulleted steps for laying foundations. Frequently
included are model questions for trouble-free admission. Use
these lists to look for omissions when opposing foundations.

■ Practice Tips
Elevate your advocacy with the cautions, strategies, and
effect of related rules provided here.

■ Foundation
Organized by jurisdiction, these federal and state authorities
speed trial preparation and help you cite supporting law in 
the courtroom.

Pattern Objections ■
Model language for over 110 objections. Use the language
provided... or tailor it to fit your situation. Big headings and

logical organization take you to the right objection in seconds.

Comments ■
Authors Rogge Dunn and Karen Hirschman explain the 
application, scope, and purpose of the governing rules. 

He also offers practical advice based on his decades in the
courtroom to help you anticipate possible problems.



Introduction
OObbjjeeccttiioonnss  iinn  GGeenneerraall:: Objection
Procedure, Making a Record, Key
Cases; MMoottiioonn  iinn  LLiimmiinnee:: Advantages
and Disadvantages, Types of Motions,
Key Cases, Sample Form and Order;
MMoottiioonn  ttoo  SSttrriikkee:: When to Make a
Motion to Strike; CCuurraattiivvee  oorr  LLiimmiittiinngg

IInnssttrruuccttiioonn:: Sample Curative
Instruction, Sample Limiting
Instruction, Rules and Key Cases;
OOffffeerr  ooff  PPrrooooff:: Procedure, Key Cases,
Response; PPoocckkeett  BBrriieeffss

Preliminaries
IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ttoo  VVooiirr  DDiirree:: Arguing the
Case, Educating the Jury,
Indoctrinating the Jury, Legal
Matters, Repeating Voir Dire,
Peremptory Challenges; OOppeenniinngg

SSttaatteemmeenntt:: Arguing the Case, Financial
or Family Circumstances, Insurance
Coverage, Matter Precluded by Order
in Limine, Repairs, Settlement
Negotiations, Unsupported Matter;

Evidence
DDeemmoonnssttrraattiivvee  EEvviiddeennccee:: Chart, Diagram,
Graph or Map, Model, Photograph,
Videotape or Motion Picture, X-Ray,
Demonstrations/Re-creations/
Experiment; DDooccuummeennttaarryy  EEvviiddeennccee:: Best
Evidence Rule, Best Evidence
Exceptions, Parol Evidence, Public
Records, Remainder of Writings or
Recorded Statements, The Document
Speaks for Itself; HHeeaarrssaayy  EEvviiddeennccee::

Hearsay Within Hearsay; NNoonn--HHeeaarrssaayy

EEvviiddeennccee:: Admission, Co-Conspirator’s
Statement, Motive, Plan or Design,
Non-Assertive Statement, Notice or
Knowledge, Prior Inconsistent
Statement, Verbal Act; HHeeaarrssaayy

EExxcceeppttiioonnss::  AAvvaaiillaabbiilliittyy  IImmmmaatteerriiaall  aanndd

DDeeccllaarraanntt  UUnnaavvaaiillaabbllee:: Ancient
Document, Business Record, Excited
Utterance, Marriage or Baptismal
Certificate, Medical Diagnosis, Mental
or Physical Condition (State of Mind),
Present Sense Impression, Property
Interest, Public Record, Recorded
Recollection, Reputation, Residual

Exception, Against Interest, Dying
Declaration, Former Testimony,
Personal or Family History, Recent
Perception

Witness
CCoommppeetteennccee  ooff  WWiittnneessss:: Conviction,
Dead Man’s Act, Infant, Necessity of
Oath, Religious Belief, Spouse;
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  ooff  WWiittnneessss:: Ambiguous or
Unintelligible, Argumentative, Asked
and Answered, Assuming Facts Not in
Evidence, Beyond Scope of Testimony,
Conclusion Called For, Compound,
Character and Habit, Immaterial,
Impeaches Own Witness, Irrelevant,
Narrative Called for, Non-Responsive,
Prejudicial, Self-Serving, Limited
Admissibility, Lacks Personal
Knowledge; EExxppeerrtt  WWiittnneessss::

Foundation, Hypothetical Question,
Qualifications, Specific Experts, Fees;
LLeeaaddiinngg  QQuueessttiioonn:: Assuming Facts Not
in Evidence, Children and Other
Special Circumstances, Cross-
Examination, Hostile, Evasive, or

Adverse Witness, Preliminary
Question; PPrriivviilleeggee:: Attorney-Client,
Attorney Work Product Doctrine,
Doctor-Patient, Husband-Wife, Others;

Misconduct
AAttttoorrnneeyy  MMiissccoonndduucctt:: Arguing in Jury's
Presence, Failure to Comply with
Order, Improper Comment, Improper
Witness, Presenting Non-admitted
Matter to Jury;  JJuuddiicciiaall  MMiissccoonndduucctt::

Commenting on Evidence,
Embarrassing Counsel, Examining
Witness, Judicial Notice of an
Adjudicative Fact

Summation
CClloossiinngg  AArrgguummeenntt:: Attacking Opposing
Counsel, Party or Witness; Collateral
Source, Failure to Testify, Golden
Rule Argument, Per Diem Argument,
Personal Belief; Racial, Political or
Religious Comment; Self Interest,
Similar Case, Wealth or Poverty

Index of Objections

Table of Contents (partial listing)

Trial Objections has over 600 pages measuring 5-1/2 x 8-
1/2 inches in a sturdy linen 3-ring binder. 18 tabbed and
color-coded dividers quickly take you to the relevant sec-
tion. A detailed key-word index plus an alphabetical
index of objections pinpoint your searches.

Also included is a fold-out pocket guide to objections.
Measuring 34 x 11 inches and printed on durable card
stock, this cheat sheet describes the most common 27
objections, provides pattern language for making each
objection, and cites the key supporting authority.

Trial Objections is updated annually for $59.
Updates issued within three months of book purchases
are free. The book costs $99 and may be returned for
any reason within the first 30 days.

Trial Objections is written for use in both civil and crimi-
nal cases. Rules, cases, tactics and responses for criminal
evidentiary questions are sprinkled liberally throughout
the book.

R. Rogge Dunn is a trial lawyer who loves trying cases. A
partner in the Dallas firm of Clouse Dunn Hirsch LLP, he has liti-
gated complex business, employment, partnership, and insurance
disputes throughout the country. He has tried cases to a jury ver-
dict in four states.

Although approximately two-thirds of his practice involves rep-
resenting corporate defendants, Mr. Dunn has won settlements and
judgments that have netted more than $250 million for his plaintiff
clients, including million-dollar jury verdicts in Texas, Louisiana, and
Arkansas.

Mr. Dunn is one of only approximately 25 attorneys in Texas
who is Board Certified in both Civil Trial Law and Labor and
Employment Law. He received his JD, with honors, from the
University of Texas in 1983, where he served as a note editor of the
Texas Law Review and was a member of the Baord of Advocates. He
clerked for the Honorable Reynaldo Garza of the U.S. Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals from 1983 to 1984, and taught at Southern
Methodist University as an adjunct professor for 14 years. He
enjoys exchanging ideas and strategies with other trial attorneys.
He can be reached at rdunn@trialtested.com.

Karen L. Hirschman is a partner at Vinson & Elkins in Dallas
where she specializes in large and complex business disputes.  

She has tried cases involving antitrust, patent, trade secret,
legal and accounting malpractice, business torts, and employment
discrimination disputes. Her most recent trial involved the success-
ful defense of Ernst & Young against a $300 million claim for
alleged fraud and accounting malpractice.  

Ms. Hirschman is a frequent lecturer at ABA and State Bar
seminars, and co-chairs the Women’s Career Development
Council at Vinson & Elkins.

AAbboouutt  tthhee  AAuutthhoorrssAAbboouutt  tthhee  BBooookk

CCiivviill  aanndd  CCrriimmiinnaall

The free CD contains the following helpful trial tools:

■ 3 spoliation letters
■ 4 direct examinations of expert witnesses
■ 5 limine motions
■ 10 trial briefs
■ 6 jury questionnaires
And more...

FFoorrmmss  oonn  CCDD



se Rogge Dunn and Karen Hirschman’s Trial Objections to help
get your evidence in and keep your opponent’s out. It provides
the following courtroom ammunition for over 110 objections:

11.. Pattern objection language in boldfaced type
22.. Authoritative comments explaining the rule
33.. Tactics to help get your objection sustained
44.. Responsive strategies to overcome objections
55.. Foundations for introducing documentary evidence
66.. Supportive cases to cite to the judge
77.. Practice tips learned from decades in the courtroom

And you receive limine motions and briefs, expert examina-
tions, and juror questionnaires on disk

Quick-reference format
speeds trial preparation and provides

fast answers and security in the courtroom.  $$9999

SSaammppllee  ppaaggeess  aanndd  ttaabbllee  ooff  ccoonntteennttss  iinnssiiddee......

HHooww  ttoo  MMaakkee  aanndd
MMeeeett  OObbjjeeccttiioonnss

Yes! Please send me one copy of Trial Objections. Include the free Quick-Reference Card and CD-ROM. Within 30 days, I will
either honor your invoice for $99 plus shipping or return the book, Card and CD-ROM.  Annual updates will be sent on the same
30-day review basis. I may cancel the update service at any time.

Send Me a Risk-Free Copy of Trial Objections

HHooww  ttoo  MMaakkee  aanndd
MMeeeett  OObbjjeeccttiioonnss

Please complete all blanks, providing a street address for your office.

Printed Name: 

Firm Name: 

Office Address: Suite: 

City, State, Zip: 

Telephone: ( ) Fax: ( ) 

Bar #: E-mail: 

Signature: 

Copyright © 2006 James Publishing 

Prepay and save $8.98 shipping
Check enclosed for $99 (CA residents add $7.18 sales tax / Make check 
payable to James Publishing / U.S. funds only)

Charge $99 to my credit card:   Visa    Mastercard    AMEX

Card #: Exp. Date: 3(or 4)-digit security code:

Invoice option
(I do not wish to take advantage of 
the free shipping offer)

Bill firm $107.98 (shipping included / 
CA residents add $7.18 sales tax)

Bill me the same

Four Easy Ways to Order...
MAIL: James Publishing, Inc. / P.O. Box 25202 / Santa Ana, CA 92799-5202 PHONE: 800-440-4780 FAX: 714-751-2709 INTERNET: www.jamespublishing.com
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